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scott b. davis, joshua tree, pioneertown, california, 2014, unique paper negatives platinum 
prints, triptych, 20 x 48 inches

Overhead, one of those not uncommon  

yet indescribable skies… 

- Walt Whitman, Specimen Days  

(quote engraved in davis’s 16” x 20” camera)

EUQINOMprojects is pleased to present starlight, a collec-

tion of photographic works by scott b. davis that explore 

the perceptual experience of light and space in the 

Sonoran desert of California, Arizona and Mexico.  Over 

the last 15 years, the artist has revisited this landscape to 

explore the limits of photographic sensitivity and human 

perception.  Working in the spirit of William Henry Fox 

Talbot and Sir John Herschel, the photographs are made 

using time-consuming, experimental 19th century formu-

las, abandoning the precision and control often expected 

from photography and making new visual discoveries 

along the way.  The resulting images are playful, inexact, 

and unpredictable.  They invite the simple act of slow ob-

servation, similar to the experience of letting one’s eyes 

adjust in the blinding light of the desert, or the immense 

darkness of its nights.

starlight contains photographs from three bodies of 

work: black sea, tracings of light, and ocotillo, ocotillo, 

each revealing different nuances and subtleties in the 

desert landscape.  Taken as a whole, the works build on 

a deep interest in experimenting with the rich tradition 

of platinum/palladium printing, including the practice of 

displaying negatives as finished works of art.  

black sea is a continuous body of work made over 15 

years and marks an extension of davis’s earliest night 

photographs made in the desert.  Documenting the 

experience of traveling in darkness to remote campsites, 

the images explore the desert landscape and embrace the 

precise visual language of photography’s historic roots as 

a positive/negative process. 

tracings of light marks the foundation of davis’s work 

since 2013, when he began to push the edges of plati-

num/palladium printing.  His process involves placing a 

sensitized sheet of platinum paper into a large, home-

made wooden view camera and exposing it to a land-

scape of intense midday sunlight for hours.  The paper, 
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sensitive to ultraviolet light, literally makes pictures of 

what we cannot see – in essence photographing the invis-

ible.  The works include one-of-a-kind platinum paper 

negatives and high key positive prints, both of which car-

ry a palpable sense of unrestrained desert light and the 

richness this process is known for.  The prints suggest 

the aesthetic concerns of drawing, marking an additional 

connection to photography’s pioneer William Henry Fox 

Talbot, who used drawing aids such as the camera lucida 

and camera obscura. 

ocotillo, ocotillo is a series of platinum prints that exam-

ine Fouqueria splendens, a widespread Sonoran desert 

plant known as the ocotillo. The images in this series 

are photographed in proximity to the town of Ocotillo, 

California—a remote desert outpost near the Mexican 

border. ocotillo, ocotillo includes unique in-camera paper 

negatives, traditional film-based platinum prints, and 

combinations of positive and negative print diptychs. 

scott b. davis has been photographing the desert since 

1997.  His photographs have been reviewed in the New 

York Times, Village Voice, the New Yorker, Los Angeles 

Times, and other print media.  His work can be found in 

the collections of the J. Paul Getty Museum, Pier 24, the 

Nelson Atkins Museum of Art, the Santa Barbara Museum 

of Art, the Museum of Photographic Arts, and others.  

davis’s photographs have been exhibited throughout the 

United States, in Germany and Japan.  

For press inquires, please contact Monique Deschaines, 

monique@euqinomprojects.com


