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McNAIR EVANS  | CV  
  
McNair Evans grew up in a small farming town in North Carolina and found photography while studying 
cultural anthropology at Davidson College, NC. His photographs explore an American cultural landscape 
ever changing by the forces of modernization and focus heavily on individuals impacted by these forces. His 
work presents personal, often autobiographical, subject matter in unconventional narrative form, and has 
been recognized for its metaphoric use of light and literary character. He is a 2016 Guggenheim Fellow. 
  
Selected Solo Exhibitions 
2017 Confessions for a Son, Tracey Morgan Gallery, Asheville, NC 
2016 Field Sketches, EUQINOM Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
2016 In Search of Great Men, San Francisco Arts Commission Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
2015 Confessions for a Son, Sasha Wolf Gallery, New York, NY 
2014 Confessions, Book & Job Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
2014 Confessions for a Son, Cochran Gallery, La Grange, GA 
2014 Confessions for a Son, Slow Exposures, Zebulon, GA 
2013 Confessions for a Son, Rayko Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
2013 heritage 780700, The Window Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
2013 Playing by the Heart, Photographs from North Carolina’s thriving bluegrass culture, AFAR 

Foundation Fundraiser. Gauntlet Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
2005 Mateanos, Pictures from Guatemala, Vertical, Jackson Hole, WY 
  
Selected Group Exhibitions 
2020 Early Works / Never Shown, EUQINOM Gallery, San Francisco, CA  
2019       Unlimited: Recent Gifts from the William Goodman and Victoria Belco Photography Collection,  

BAMPFA, Berkeley, CA  
2019       Homecoming: Art by Alumni, Van Every Smith Galleries, Davidson College, Davidson, NC 
2017 Begin Anywhere: Paths of Mentorship and Collaboration, Amanda Boe, McNair Evans,  

Kevin Kunishi with Jason Fulford, Todd Hido, Mark Mahaney, Mike Smith & Alec Soth,  
curated by Monique Deschaines, San Francisco Camerawork, SF  

2016 Echode, Public Art Installations throughout downtown Laurinburg, NC 
2015 Summer Show, Sasha Wolf Gallery, New York, NY 
2015 The Visual Voice: New Photo Book Narratives, Rayko Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
2014 Breaking Ground: Contemporary Photography at the College of William & Mary, Williamsburg, VA 
2014 Blog Re-Blog, Big Medium, Austin, TX 
2013 Petty Thieves Three, Petworth Citizen & Reading Room, Washington, DC 
2013 Exhibit of Southern Photography, curated by John Bennette, Slow Exposures, Zebulon, GA 
2013 A Survey of Documentary Styles in Early 21st Century Photobooks, Indie Photobook Library, 

Photoville, Brooklyn Bridge Park, NY 
2013 A Juried Exhibition Celebrating Photography of the Rural South, curated by Rob McDonald &  

Kevin Miller, Slow Exposures, Zebulon, GA. Judges’ 1st Place 
2013 Blog Re-Blog, SIGNAL Gallery, Brooklyn, NY 
2012 Pace Academy Exhibition, Slow Exposure’s Retrospective Show, Atlanta Celebrates Photography, 

Atlanta, GA 
2012 Flash Forward 2012, Fairmont Battery Wharf, Boston, MA 
2012 A Survey of Documentary Styles in Early 21st Century Photobooks, Indie Photobook Library,  
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Fotoweek DC, Washington, DC 
2012 A Juried Exhibition Celebrating Photography of the Rural South, curated by Julian Cox &  

Brett Abbott, Slow Exposures, Zebulon, GA. Judges’ 1st Place 
2012 Survey of Documentary Styles in early 21st century Photobooks, Indie Photobook Library, Carte  

Blanche Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
2012 The Art of Photography Show, San Diego Art Institute, San Diego, CA 
2012 Boundaries, Book & Job Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
2012 Flash Forward 2012, Magenta Foundation, Regent Park Arts & Cultural Center, Toronto, Canada 
2012 Flash Forward 2012, Magenta Foundation, London, United Kingdom 
2011 Curve Group Exhibition, CENTER Space, Santa Fe, NM 
2009 Something Personal, American Photographic Artists. Left Space Studios, San Francisco, CA 

Judges’ Choice 2nd Place 
 
Education 
2011 Masters of Fine Art, Photography, Academy of Art University, San Francisco, CA 
2010 Mike Smith, Mentorship/Directed-Study, Johnson City, TN 
2010 Alec Soth, Mentorship/Directed-Study, Minneapolis, MN 
2009 Laura Harden, Mentorship/Directed-Study, San Francisco, CA 
2001 Bachelor of Arts, Anthropology, Davidson College, Davidson, NC 
 
Awards & Honors 
2016 John Simon Guggenheim Fellowship in Photography 
2016 Echode, North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources 2-Year Project Grant 
2015 PDN’s 30 Award, Photo District Magazine 
2014 John Gutmann Photography Fellowship Award 
2013 Artist-In-Residence, Rayko Photo Center, San Francisco, CA 
2013 Slow Exposures, Paul Conlan Prize, A Juried Exhibition Celebrating Photography of the  

Rural South 
2012 Slow Exposures, Paul Conlan Prize, A Juried Exhibition Celebrating Photography of the  

Rural South  
2012 Flash Forward 2012, The Magenta Foundation 
2011 Curator’s Choice Award, 1st Place, CENTER, Santa Fe, NM 
2011 Editor’s Choice Award, Honorable Mention, CENTER, Santa Fe, NM 
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Monograph 
Confessions for a Son, Owl & Tiger Books. San Francisco, CA, 2013. 
  
Select Collections 
Duke University, David M. Rubenstein Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Durham, NC 
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, San Francisco, CA 
Sir Elton John Photography Collection, Atlanta, GA 
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